Magnificent, Mighty and Memorable
Imagine, you’re standing on the seabed at 20 metres (60 feet) below the surface
and looking up at a pod of Humpback Whales……

Te mohio o to moana, o nga tangata me to raatau ki te oranga ora i runga i te whenua
“Awareness of our ocean, its inhabitants and their importance to sustainable life on earth”
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Kapiti Artist Mike Fuller’s “Whale Song” is an inspirational public sculpture and community education project
proposed for the Kapiti Coast region, approximately 40 minutes travel by car north of Wellington and next to the new
Kapiti Expressway.
“Whale Song”is a reflection on Kapiti’s proximity to the coast, Kapiti Island, early whaling and the surrounding marine
environment. By engaging with these incredible creatures of the sea, visitors will better understand the need for
marine conservation, ensuring a thriving ocean and a healthy planet for future generations.
These proposed sculptural works will also enhance the wider regions reputation as the “Arts Capital of New Zealand”
and add to the “sense of place” for locals and visitors to the area. “Whale Song” will act as a wayfinder for those
travelling the expressway, drawing visitors into the community, adding significantly to Paraparaumu’s identity and
continued economic resilience.

Whale Song
This large sculptural installation comprises a family of seven life-sized Humpback Whales swimming in pod formation,
suspended on rods over the proposed 1 acre site. Several of the whales, those closest to the nearby stream and away
from the public viewing area, would be equipped to periodically spout water from their blow holes, creating rainbow
effects against the sky. The song of the male whales could also be played via speakers with Aeolian harps located from
inside the whale structures to mimic the sound of the Humpback in the wild.
Ranging from 4 to 17 metres in length, the whales would be cast from recycled aluminium thermally coated in bronze.
Each would be supported on a structurally engineered pole ranging in height from one metre above the ground to 18
metres. The installation system is similar to that of wind turbines, highly engineered and robust. To achieve a realistic
likeness, the artist has produced a 1/32nd scale model of each whale in readiness for 3D scanning that will create the
3D CAD drawings that would be used to scale up to full size for production.
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Why seven whales? An artist’s explanation.
There is seven days in a week, seven colors in a rainbow, seven continents, seven wonders of the ancient world
and seven deadly sins; not forgetting the seven dwarfs, seventh heaven and seven is considered to be a lucky
number. The number seven is quite significant in the Bible. In the creation story, God made the world in six days
and rested on the seventh.
Mathematically, the number seven has a couple of features that make it appealing to many people. First, it's an
odd number (Even numbers can be easily divided by two) it is also a prime number, which means it can only be
divided by itself and one. Since it's the largest prime number between one and ten, seven it is seen as more
appealing. Compositionally, it is easier and more visually satisfying to compose elements of odd numbers such as
seven placements or arrangements of visual elements or ingredients in a work of art.
“The various visual elements, known as elements of design, formal elements, or elements of art, are the
vocabulary with which the visual artist composes. These elements in the overall design usually relate to each
other and to the whole art work”. Hence the family pod of seven whales works better visually and in a composition
of elements than four, six or eight.
In Māori mythology there is the an ancient legend of the Seven Whales Ngai Tahu Matawhaiti, hapu of Ngati
Kahungunu, explaining how some hills east of Wairoa came to be. The legend tells how the Seven Whales
disobeyed the mighty Tohunga, the master of the seven giant whales and were cursed and turned into hills.
Today the Seven Whales, known as the hills of Wairoa can be seen in the Waiatai Valley, five kilometers east of
Wairoa.

The location of Whale Song and connection to the Iwi of the land.
Whale Song will be situated on an acre (4000sqm) of iwi owned land that is administered by the Ngahina Trust,
representing hundreds of iwi shareholders. The Ngahina Trust have recently leased the one acre of land in perpetuity
(100 years plus) to the Whale Song Charitable Trust. The Wharemauku Stream runs alongside the site.
The Ngahina Trust takes pride in the belief that Whale Song will magically enhance the ancestral lands of their Tupuna,
forebears, whilst also creating a notable landmark for the Kapiti Coast. They see this inspirational sculpture as a
unique opportunity to raise the profile of Puketapu Hapu Te Atiawa.
The Ngahina Trust members are descendants of the Ngati Puketapu Hapu, a sub-tribe of Te Atiawa iwi who have
continuously occupied their ancestral lands in Kapiti since 2 principal migrations of Te Atiawa from Taranaki to Kapiti
between 1822 and 1832.
This historical association of Puketapu Hapu of Te Atiawa in its establishment of manu whenua rights throughout
Paraparaumu is not widely known.
The trust believes that Whale Song will provide their tamariki and mokupuna with a tangible representation of their
whenua, their moana and their ancestors who regularly travelled between Te Atiawa settlements of Taranaki,
Waikanae, Paraparaumu, Whanganui-a-Tara, Arapawa in the Tory Channel and Whare Kauri (Chatham Islands)
undoubtedly blessed by the company of tangaroas children, the whales.
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The location is highlighted in the centre of the image below. It adjoins the newly created cycle / walkway network
developed in conjunction with the Kapiti Expressway. The expressway runs through the left of the picture.

Kapiti – the future.
Today, in this busy tech focussed world, people are increasingly looking for the ‘Point of Difference’ on where they
spend their social outdoor time and how they spend their money. Choices are vast, competition is ripe and locals and
tourists are looking for that creatively inspirational “wow” experience.
“Whale Song”, potentially one of NZ’s largest sculptural installations, would provide that point of difference between
Paraparaumu and other centres in New Zealand. These significant sculptural additions have shown worldwide how
they become a major attraction to regional visitors, overseas tourists and locals.

Attracting more people to the area through stunning visual arts in a massive scale like “Whale Song”, surrounded by
creative open spaces, more art, exciting shopping and eateries will add significantly to the desired economic growth
for Paraparaumu and the surrounding area.

Pakaka Waiata “Whale Song“” - The Whale Song Charitable Trust - Nga uri whakaongaonga o te heke mai “Inspiring future generations”

4

The connection between Māori and whales.

‘Tere tohorā, tere tangata’
Where whale’s journey, people follow
Tuteremoana’ describes a canoe, believed to be the Tākitimu, safely following in the wake of a pod of seven
whales during a storm. Some of the whales are specifically named in this song.
The tohunga (priest) on board the Tākitimu was Ruawharo. He possessed the mauri (life force) of whales, which
he laid to rest at Māhia Peninsula to attract whales to the region.
As elsewhere among Polynesian peoples, many Māori tribes have strong cultural affinities to whales. In Māori
cosmology, whales are the descendants of Tangaroa, the god of the oceans. They were thought of in awe, as
supernatural beings, and often deemed tapu, or sacred.
Then we have the epic legend of Paikea, the Whale Rider who is a key ancestor who came to New Zealand on the
back of a whale or even that our ancestor Paikea was the whale. His story is shadowed by treachery in Hawaiki,
where a battle took place over family status and rivalries.
On the east coast of New Zealand, the Whangara people believe their presence there dates back a thousand
years or more to this single ancestor, Paikea, who escaped death when his canoe capsized by riding to shore on
the back of a whale. From then on, Whangara chiefs, always the first---born, always male, have been considered
Paikea's direct descendants.
Whales were a sign indicating to a tribe that it should settle in a particular place. In others, whales were the
guide. Some individual Māori were said to have a whale guardian spirit when at sea. Stylised whale shapes,
symbolising the bounty within, were often carved on the bargeboards of storage houses.
Pane---iraira was a taniwha (water spirit), thought to be a whale, who calmed the waves for the journey of the
Tainui canoe. Tohunga responsible for navigation exercised their powers during storms, appealing to sea
creatures to escort the canoes and shield them from the fury of a storm. Often the tohunga would pull a hair
from his head and throw it to the whale or taniwha as recognition of assistance. This tradition may have been
prompted by the reported habit of toothed whales and dolphins presenting gifts of seaweed to each other.
Through whakapapa connections, in the Te Ao Māori world view, as well as many other cultures in the world, all life in
the natural environment has been intrinsically interlinked. Modern science fully supports this belief. One water, one
ocean.
Currently there is the risk that the matauranga in relation to whales and their link to Māori will be lost with the older
generations passing. Matauranga can be defined as 'the knowledge, comprehension, or understanding of everything
visible and invisible existing in the universe’ and is often used synonymously with wisdom.

Pakaka Waiata “Whale Song“” - The Whale Song Charitable Trust - Nga uri whakaongaonga o te heke mai “Inspiring future generations”

5

Whale Song will be a significant influence in ensuring the important cultural relationship with whales is not lost for
those visiting the Kapiti Coast, that with the increased awareness and use of matauranga, the traditional bonds with
whales will remain strong and alive.
Whale Song will play an integral part in the reconnection of this cultural relationship.

‘Ko ahau te tohorā, te tohorā ko ahau’
I am the whale, and the whale is me
This message can be remodelled in today’s world to say

He mea pai mo te tohorā, he pai mo te katoa
What is good for the whale, is good for everyone!
This obviously leads to essential messages around the environment and protecting our oceans and its inhabitants.

Kapiti’s whaling history
In the 18th and 19th centuries Māori settled on Kapiti island. Te Rauparaha formed a base here with his Ngāti Toa
tribe. He played a key role in establishing Kapiti’s early economic base.
Surrounding the island was a nursery for whales. The Humpback Whale, Megaptera novaeangliae, is a migratory
species of Baleen Whale found throughout the oceans of the North Atlantic, North Pacific and Southern Hemisphere.
Northern migrating Humpbacks in New Zealand waters pass along the east coast of the South Island and then divide
into two groups, with one continuing up the east side of the North Island and the other passing through Cook Strait
and up the west side of the North Island past the Kapiti region.
Vessels began calling in 1827 and, by the time the trade peaked in the mid-1830s, there were 2000 people and five
whaling stations on the island: Jillets at Waiorua on the northern end of the island (pictured below), Rangatira,
Taepiro, Wharekohu and Te Kahe Te Rau O Te Rangi. on Kapiti.

Jillett’s whaling station, north end Kapiti Island, 1844
Te Rauparaha encouraged traders and whalers, providing land, houses, pigs, potatoes, dressed flax and women in
return for guns, tobacco and alcohol. Ngāti Toa chief Te Hiko himself, operated a six-man whaleboat from Kapiti
Island, crewed entirely by Māori.
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Baeleen whales that were prevalent in the Cook Strait such as humpbacks were prized for their flesh and eaten. The
toothed whales that visited such as the sperm whale had a much darker flesh, with high oil content that was not
highly regarded for food. The sperm whale bone and teeth were however valued for making tools and carving along
with its lucrative oily flesh, shipped to America for use in machinery, before petroleum was used.
The whaling trade faded away in the 1840s and Te Rauparaha, his influence waning, moved back to the mainland. The
government acquired most of the island in 1897.

Humpback whales today
According to DOC’s website from an original population of approximately 10,000 Humpbacks in 1800, this was
reduced to less than 5%, or an estimated 250-500 whales. Humpbacks were given total protection from commercial
whaling by the International Whaling Commission (IWC) in 1966 and have an International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) status of Vulnerable.
From near extinction in 1960, humpback whale counts in the Cook Straight are on the increase. Whales recorded in
this region in two-week survey periods over the years 2005 - 18 humpbacks, 2006 - 15 humpbacks; 2007 - 25
humpbacks, 2010 – 40 humpbacks and more recently in 2016, 106 humpbacks were recorded, with one an albino.
Today, global awareness of the whale’s peril is on the increase as we try to understand their complex world and
vocalisation, whales and dolphins having a language with information content comparable to humans. It’s all the
sadder when you realise how important vocalisation is for these magnificent mammals, under the effects of the manmade noise pollution, man-made toxicity’s seeping into the oceans along with occurrences like earthquakes and global
warming.
We have begun to recognize the need to be the guardians of the ocean as we owe our decendents the right to a
pristine environment. The ecology and heath of the ocean dictates the health and survival of mankind. Marine
sanctuaries do a fantastic job in preserving portions of our ocean, but with pollution on the increase, education is our
best tool.
Whale Song can provide that education not only to children, but also to their parents and peers so that we can all
have a part in enlightening, respecting and hopefully preserving this beautiful fragile planet.
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Why humans of today are so drawn to whales!
Whales are seen as ‘other-worldly’, which is manifested in their physical strangeness – they are big, slow, seemingly
out of time with the rest of the world, almost seen as a throwback to the dinosaurs.

Their other-worldliness relativises and helps define our world view – i.e. life is richer/stranger than we tend to
remember on a daily basis. There are hidden dimensions (e.g. the ocean) that are just as much a part of the Earth, but
which are so forgotten by us day-to-day, and quite literally invisible to us, as the deep ocean is a place experienced by
very few.
Thus, whales are seen as magical as they offer a physical token of another realm which is mostly veiled by the ocean
surface from us, but which also comprises such an essential part of our planet. The ocean provides 80% of life’s
oxygen, thus any impact on its health is of concern to everything living.

Sustainable Eco-Tourism
Whale Song will provide a fully sustainable and significant cultural, historical, eco-tourism attraction with zero impact
on the whale’s natural environment.
Whale Song will cater to a wider market than the current coastal offerings of whale watching excursions, enabling a
broader demographic of visitors to a “guaranteed” experience of the sheer scale and beauty of a family pod of seven
full sized humpback whales.
There is growing concern globally of the negative impact on whales in their environment from “whale watching” and
“swim with whale” tourism. Whale watching tourists want closer and closer encounters with whales and the market is
responding accordingly. This risks the sustainability statement.
Whale Song will provide a unique tactile “whole of whale” experience that cannot be achieved in their natural
environment without physical and potentially intrusive interaction with these majestic mammals.
Whale watching in Kaikoura, which has strict interaction rules unlike some places in the world, currently attracts over
100,000 visitors annually providing in excess of $10 million to its operators. Whale Song will generate similar in
tourism numbers as it becomes known, with direct access to Wellington City and the wider region along with regular
flights between Auckland and Kapiti Airport.
Global revenue from whale watching topped $2 billion in 2009 and was predicted to grow by 10 per cent annually.
Whales are seen as a top ten eco-tourism product globally, if whales can be called a product. This is clearly evidenced
in New Zealand when whales appear in our harbours and coastlines, with traffic standstills and crowds on the
foreshore.
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Whale Song will provide a spectacular “focussing” visual experience.
The Whale Song sculptural park will add a significant tourism addition to the region’s attractions, evidenced by large
sculptural installations globally. This will in fact be one of New Zealand’s largest sculptural installations with obvious
links to Kapiti Island and the “not often seen by the public” whales that regularly traverse our coastline.
Whale Song would become a centrepiece to Kapiti district, which is increasing in popularity as an outdoor
recreationally focussed area. Kilometres of new “walk/cycleways” come together at the “Whale Song” site, creating a
new gateway to Paraparaumu shopping areas, cafes, restaurants, fast food, a splash or sauna at the local pool and a
movie or two.

More about a potential landscaped area beneath the whales
The footprint foundation of the sculpture could mimic ocean currents and the continental shelf in a concept that
significantly adds to the sculpture’s presence and magnificence. Torrents of water are envisaged cascading between
the whales collecting in large holding ponds at the base to be recycled and used again. The ponds would act as a
reflecting surface to provide a mirror image of the sculpture.
Through a system of flood gates the ponds would be tidal, rising periodically when the whales blow to alter the
landscape and mimic the rock pools of the area. A ‘path of discovery‘ through the whales may suddenly be cut off by
rising water forcing adventurers to navigate another path, or receding waters could reveal sculptured starfish, crabs or
crustaceans in rock pools, representing species of the local coastline.
The landscape would provide multiple views of the sculpture, some elevated to give a high vantage point, while the
smaller and lower whales would enable an interactive and tactile experience. The foundation could also incorporate
caves to be discovered where views of the whales could be glimpsed through curtains of water. Bronze crayfish,
anemones, eels and the like could adorn the caves to excite the explorer. ‘Pause spots’ and photo opportunities
would be provided, with wheelchair access ramps incorporated along with full safety barricading and handrails to
provide a safe and enjoyable experience.
Overall this is envisaged as an area incorporating world-class landscape design incorporating a strong educational
aspect for both young and old. The total sculpture could be solar powered, collecting energy to enable it to be selfsufficient in lighting effects etc.
Whale Song is an ambitious project, but it is totally achievable with so many added benefits to not only our
community, but also New Zealanders, and international tourists alike.
It will be iconic! It will certainly put Kapiti on the map, and Paraparaumu at the very centre of that map.

Educational Opportunities
“Whale Song” is intended to provide a visual educational aspect on whales, their size, song, habits and structure.
Associated displays would demonstrate the history of whaling in New Zealand, its effects and the conscious need for
whale preservation today. The site would also include displays focussed on adding historical interpretation of both
European and Māori customs and culture in the area, their lifestyles through to eating and living habits.
The Whale Song website (www.whalesong.kiwi) will provide historic and cultural information as well as curriculum
material for schools pre-visit, during visit and post visit. The website will chart progress during the construction phase
and make relevant information available to schools, their teachers and students as well as the general public.
A further educational option is the addition of a ‘walk in whale’, where the organs and bone structure would be
visible. Approximately 4 metres in diameter, visitors could walk from one end to the other viewing the four
chambered heart, massive lungs, the brain and the enormous vertebrae. As an educational experience this would be
wholly memorable for both young and old.
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Additionally, a structured foundation of “Whale Songs” could provide an area of exploration and discovery during the
day, and an amphitheatre venue for a broad spectrum of entertainment, the performing arts and social activities at
night.
There are learning opportunities for aspiring youth to take part in the ‘hands on’ construction and installation of this
massive sculpture, and the potential for the construction facility to live on in the future nurturing new students
through the learning process.
“Whale Song” can provide opportunities for local schools to participate and be involved throughout the construction
of the whales from the beginning to the end of the process.
The educational benefits from Whale Songs planned programmes are eagerly anticipated by the district’s schools,
leading to a greater understanding and awareness of human impacts on the sea and the ocean’s majestic creatures
link to Kapiti’s culture and history. It is proposed to involve schools in the region from day one with projects on all
aspects of whales from distribution to diet, population, biology, local history and much more. There could also be
projects on sustainable energy, metals recycling, casting, sculpture, tourism and other local economic growth
initiatives.

“Cans to Whales” Recycling Programme – Kapiti Sustainability Campaign
With the dual outcomes of involving the community and reducing hard costs, the community, particularly children,
would be asked to collect aluminium cans for the project. Yes, the majestic whales could be made of soft drink cans! It
is proposed every collected alloy can, in return, be granted a pixel on any of the whales in a large wall or web diagram.

Whale Shaped Can Collection crates have been designed as per the picture above and will be sited at schools,
Coastlands, Mitre10 etc.

Direct job creation - Whale Song workforce for the Build:
Not counting the work contracted out that will add to job security at other firms, employment directly involved with
Whale Song for the first 18 months to two years will see at least 24 individual people employed by the Whale Song
build.
It is envisaged that most of the construction work will be done at the premises the trust has been offered with an
intent to create a lasting art/foundry training facility for production of large metal artworks.
Whale Song, once completed, will become a proven attractant to new and expanding business with the subsequent
workforce required being drawn from the Kapiti District. Noty a major NZ corporate is already showing interest due to
Whale Song and has 70 new jobs in its business forecast.
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Distribution of Economic Benefits
Often the economic impact of tourism on a community is not even. Often only those directly involved with tourism at
an investment level will reap benefits of tourism activity.
This is where Whale Song provides a significant “point of difference”
Whale Song is intended as a pathfinder to all that’s Kapiti, playing a key part in its future identity, the telling of its
history and adding to the community’s sense of place.
Whale Song will encourage community involvement in its creation and future, along with producing a more even
spread of benefits throughout the Kapiti district.
The Whale Song site is notably alongside Coastlands Shoppingtown, which is generating over 5 million visitors a year
currently.
Whale Song will become an “icon” attraction for business and job creation. The Whale Song site is centre to a dozen
commercial development sites, with expanding or new businesses potentially seeing Whale Song and its sheer scale
and impact as a game changer. Employers/business investors are seeking communities with creative and inspirational
residential living areas as a prime place for their staff to “live, work, and play”. Whale Song will be an essential part to
lifting the game in the Kapiti district.
Interest from NZ corporates investing in new and growing markets are already seeing Whale Song, not yet built, as an
attraction to Paraparaumu, key to their investment in the district and creation of higher value job growth.

Kapiti District

The district's population at the June 2016 census was 52,100. Kapiti continues to be one of the fastest growing
districts in the Wellington region.
The Kapiti region’s transport infrastructure has seen significant recent upgrades with rail and new rolling stock, the
opening of the McKays to Pekapeka Expressway, the in-progress Transmission Gully project and the Pekapeka to
Otaki Expressway extension.
Paraparaumu airport continues to work closely with Air Chathams and other operators, establishing regular flights
to/from Auckland, Nelson, Blenheim.
Each of these initiatives continue to add to the regions future growth and have made the region easier to visit and
more of a destination than ever.
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The investment
The project budget is $6.5 million for the construction of the whales and landscaping and ground effects as well as
funds for the development of the stories and education programmes, the construction of secure, on-site
interpretation and story boards.
Budgets and an engineering report are available. The trust is currently working through the resource consent stage,
required from Kapiti Coast District Council and by key funders.

Funding sources
The trust’s position in realising this exciting sculptural installation is that no ratepayer funds shall be used.
It is envisaged that Whale Song will be funded in the following ways:
•

The provision of land for placement of “Whale Song”.
Through the generous support of the Ngahina Development Trust this key item has been secured. A 100+
year perpetual lease has been signed on the one acre site as described earlier in this document.

•
•
•
•
•

Naming rights over the sculpture
Founding Donors - Donate $10,000 or more and receive a limited edition bronze Whale Song Marquette
Lotteries Significant Grants fund
Provincial Growth Fund
Seeking contributions from philanthropists with a connection to, or deep interest in, the area, whales or
conservation.
Legacy gifting – for those wanting to leave a long term legacy for the region.
Donations or services in kind from and through local businesses
Merchandising – some examples below

•
•
•

•

•
•

Donation of commercial work space
Coastlands is generously offering a building and yard on Ihakara Street, again highlighting their support for
the project. This will be supplied on a 2 year rent free basis.

Collection of aluminium cans by the community and from Council’s waste collection;
Sponsorship arrangements for
o Materials,
o insurance,
o utilities,
o vehicle,
o tools,
o construction and materials,
o legal – Many thanks to Kapiti Law
o accounting – Many thanks to Deans and Associates
o web production and other marketing services;
• Wages offset by employing labouring staff through TaskForce Green or other subsidised programmes.
• Community fundraising – for example, Humpback ‘piggy banks’ in retail outlets; merchandising
• Seeking grants from arts bodies, community trusts
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Governance and management
Whale Song Charitable Trust has 4 trustees, each bringing extensive experience in the areas of commerce, politics,
construction, facilities and project management and who all reside on the Kapiti Coast. The project would be managed
to facilitate community and stakeholder involvement from the planning stages through construction to
implementation.
The trustees of the Whale Song Charitable Trust are as follows:
Marco Zeeman (Chairman/Trustee)
Marco Zeeman has a diverse portfolio of skills and knowledge that has a perfect fit with Whale Song.
From his marine education and conservation interest to his involvement in the sculptural arts world, to
construction, facilities management, community engagement, project and event management.
He was a founder and sponsor of the hugely successful international Tareitanga Sculpture Symposium,
held five times on Frank Kitts Park over 10 years. This event produced over 400 sculptures, engaged with
100’s of 1000’s of spectators, bringing together sculptors from around the world. Marco is well-known
for his role as instigator and Chair of the SinkF69 Trust, which successfully scuttled the former navy
frigate “HMNZS Wellington” off Wellington’s South Coast in 2005, creating an artificial diving reef.
Marco, who was named “Wellingtonian of the Year” for his work on that project, brings extensive endto-end experience of working with councils, government, funders and corporate and business partners
to the Whale Song Trust. He is adept at engaging and harnessing talent to support a major community
project.
Michael Fuller (Artist/Trustee)
Following a decades-long award-winning international career as a director and cinematographer
working on films and commercials, Michael now owns and operates Prowess Trade Management, which
oversees the facilities management of the local PaknSave supermarket.
Michael’s has had a lifelong passion for the visual arts. His father was a successful sculptor and Michael
worked with him on his life-sized bronzes. Michael brings his wide-ranging industry, project and
business experience to his trustee role, alongside a strong understanding of the engineering process of
making life-sized sculptures and a precise eye for aesthetics and composition.
Barry Clevely (Trustee)
Barry Clevely is Managing Director of the Paraparaumu-based MC2 Group property development
company and also brings decades of trust and advocacy experience to his trustee role. Barry was a
trustee of the New Zealand Pharmaceutical Educations & Research Foundation for more than 40 years
and spent several years as Deputy Chair of Massey University’s Property Foundation. He was a member
of the committee, which worked to establish Waikanae’s public swimming pool and an advisor to the
Palmerston North Boys’ High School educational trust for College House. Barry is currently Chair of
Ngahina Developments Limited.
Murray Deans (Trustee/Trust Accountant)
Murray Deans owns and manages the very successful accounting services firm Deans & Associates.
Murray brings many years of accounting and business management experience to the project, as a well
as an extensive and established connection to the wider Kapiti business community. Deans & Associates
specialise in taxation & accountancy services, business advice/structure/start-ups, inland revenue
compliance and working with strategic alliances to enhance clients business growth.
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Whale Song Key Outcomes
1. Whale Song will provide a unique opportunity to raise the profile of Puketapu Hapu Te Atiawa and
their connection to Kapiti, whales and the sea. The Whale Song Trust will work closely with local
iwi throughout the project and beyond.
2. Whale Song will directly generate 24 new jobs during construction of the seven whales as well as
job security for items outsourced to contractors and their staff.
3. The workshop, staff and facilities established during the build of Whale Song will provide a
foundation for a long term training and construction foundry for future large metal art
installations.
4. Whale Song will significantly enhance economic development opportunities in the Kapiti District as
a key catalyst for new business attraction, higher value job growth and business resilience. Interest
has already been made by significant NZ corporates on commercial sites that surround two sides
of the sculpture, looking for a creative live, work and play environment.
5. Whale Song will play a long-term significant part in the Kapiti story, its identity and the district’s
economic development strategy.
6. Whale Song will be a pathfinder to “all that’s Kapiti” through its visibility and proximity to the new
expressway and cycleway, interpretive signage, on-line material and on-site wayfinding directions
to other attractions in the district. Through this Whale Song will add to the resilience of other
attractions and business in the district with no cost to the recipients.
7. Whale Song will provide a scenic highpoint for inbound and outbound passengers on flights at
Kapiti Airport as the sculpture is situated alongside the flight path, increasing awareness of the
attraction to visitors and its district wide benefit.
8. Whale Song will provide the opportunity for a better appreciation and understanding of Kapiti’s
significance in NZ history, culture and the environment.
9. Whale Song will become an emblem for promoting awareness of endangered species and habitat
protection.
10. Whale Song and its associated educational programs will provide the opportunity for people across
all ages and cultures to become familiar with environmental issues and to seek involvement in
conservation efforts on a personal, local, regional, national and international level.
11. Whale Song will create an outdoor performance and gathering place, adding to social inclusion and
creative inspiration as a direct benefit to the community.

‘Tere tohorā, tere tangata’
Where whale’s journey, people follow
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For further information or wanting to discuss joining us on this exciting journey, please contact:
Marco Zeeman, Chairman:
Mike Fuller, Artist. Trustee:

Mobile: 027 493 3626
Mobile: 021 966 334

email: marco@zeeman.co.nz
email: prowesstm@gmail.com

The trust is hugely appreciative of the formal written support
that has been provided by the following;

Simon Bowden, Executive Director, The Arts Foundation
Mayor K Gurunathan, Kapiti Coast District Council
Chris Laidlaw, Chairman, Greater Wellington Regional Council
Hon Kris Faafoi, MP for Mana
Hon Nathan Guy, MP for Otaki
Jenny Rowan, Former Mayor KCDC, Chair of Wellington Conservation Board
Takiri Cotterill, Te Ati Awa, Ngati Puketapu, Ngati Te Whiti, Ngahina Trust Member
Kura Marie Taylor, Trustee/Chairperso , Ngahina Trust
Barry Clevely, Chairman, Ngahina Developments Ltd
John Barrett, Kapiti Island Nature Tours
Libby Hakaraia, Māoriland Charitable Trust
Richard Mansell, CEO, Coastlands Shoppingtown Ltd
David Perks, General Manager, Wellington Regional Development Agency
Brett Percival, Secretary, Kapiti Chamber of Commerce
Liz Koh, Chairperson, Kapiti Economic Development Agency
Tony Kane, Principal, Kapiti College
Mike Farrelly, Chairman, Otaki Kapiti Principals Association
Andrew Laing, President, Lions Club of Kapiti
Marianne Archer, Director, Goodmans Contractors Ltd
Duane Emeny, General Manager, Air Chathams
Paul Turner, Principal, Landlink Ltd
Peter Kettle, Chairman, Nga Manu Trust
Vince Indo, Managing Director, Mitre10 Mega Kapiti
References used in this booklet:
NZ National Library website – Whales and Maori connection.
Letter: Takiri Cotterill, Te Atiawa, Ngati Puketapu, Ngati Te Whiti.
Letter: Dr Kura Taylor, Chairperson, Ngahina Trust (representing iwi landowners)
Rata Pryor Rodgers, “Connection of Maori to Whales” Post graduate study, Canterbury University
Pakaka Waiata “Whale Song“” - The Whale Song Charitable Trust - Nga uri whakaongaonga o te heke mai “Inspiring future generations”
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Jenny	
  Rowan	
  
P	
  O	
  Box	
  91	
  
Paekakariki	
  
jenjools@xtra.co.nz	
  
	
  
30th	
  October	
  2017	
  
	
  
To	
  whom	
  it	
  may	
  concern.	
  
	
  
Magnificent,	
  Mighty	
  and	
  Memorable,	
  a	
  vision	
  that	
  underpins	
  a	
  
very	
  good	
  idea,	
  an	
  idea	
  that	
  l	
  trust	
  this	
  time	
  will	
  come	
  to	
  
be.	
  I	
  trust	
  this	
  is	
  the	
  time	
  for	
  the	
  Whale	
  Song	
  project.	
  
	
  
Some	
  ten	
  years	
  ago,	
  when	
  l	
  become	
  Mayor	
  of	
  the	
  Kapiti	
  
District,	
  l	
  was	
  approached	
  by	
  Mike	
  Fuller	
  and	
  Gavin	
  Bradley	
  
with	
  this	
  amazing	
  idea	
  of	
  building	
  a	
  life	
  sized	
  pod	
  of	
  whales.	
  
	
  
I	
  was	
  immediately	
  interested,	
  and	
  supported	
  them	
  in	
  setting	
  up	
  
a	
  fund	
  to	
  raise	
  money	
  to	
  make	
  this	
  happen.	
  We	
  needed	
  to	
  secure	
  
land,	
  get	
  planning	
  support,	
  and	
  sell	
  the	
  idea	
  to	
  the	
  
community.	
  
	
  
The	
  Kapiti	
  District	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  was	
  the	
  fastest	
  growing	
  in	
  the	
  
Wellington	
  region,	
  and	
  l	
  understand	
  that	
  is	
  still	
  true	
  today.	
  
Kapiti	
  is	
  an	
  exciting	
  beautiful	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  region	
  and	
  with	
  
our	
  wild	
  west	
  coastline,	
  some	
  45	
  klms	
  long,	
  this	
  intimately	
  
links	
  us	
  to	
  our	
  coastal	
  environments,	
  and	
  the	
  fish	
  and	
  mammals	
  
in	
  our	
  lives.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
So	
  for	
  me,	
  l	
  saw	
  Whalesong	
  as	
  a	
  "must	
  see"	
  attraction,	
  
bringing	
  people	
  into	
  our	
  area	
  to	
  see	
  these	
  amazing	
  life	
  size	
  
structures,	
  learn	
  about	
  our	
  local	
  whale	
  story	
  history	
  from	
  
pre-‐European	
  times,	
  and	
  to	
  allow	
  our	
  local	
  iwi	
  to	
  tell	
  their	
  
stories	
  and	
  to	
  link	
  us	
  to	
  whale	
  stories	
  from	
  around	
  the	
  world.	
  
	
  
The	
  project	
  was	
  to	
  involve	
  school	
  children,	
  and	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  
recycled	
  materials.	
  We	
  then	
  discussed	
  how	
  these	
  sculptures	
  
could	
  make	
  a	
  whale	
  like	
  noise.	
  One	
  vision	
  was	
  letting	
  our	
  
children	
  take	
  this	
  story	
  to	
  other	
  children	
  in	
  the	
  world	
  
	
  
As	
  importantly	
  this	
  whole	
  project	
  underpins	
  an	
  opportunity	
  to	
  
understand	
  more	
  about	
  our	
  ocean	
  environment,	
  and	
  why	
  we	
  need	
  
to	
  keep	
  our	
  oceans	
  and	
  the	
  rivers	
  feeding	
  them	
  healthy	
  for	
  
these	
  amazing	
  creatures	
  to	
  live	
  well.	
  
	
  
But	
  we	
  couldn't	
  make	
  the	
  project	
  fly	
  at	
  that	
  time,	
  so	
  it	
  is	
  
with	
  much	
  delight	
  that	
  l	
  understand	
  this	
  project	
  has	
  surfaced	
  
again,	
  this	
  time	
  with	
  some	
  real	
  support,	
  with	
  land	
  generously	
  
offered	
  by	
  the	
  Ngahina	
  Developments	
  Ltd.	
  

	
  
This	
  is	
  a	
  point	
  of	
  difference	
  idea,	
  there	
  is	
  nothing	
  like	
  it	
  
anyway	
  where	
  in	
  New	
  Zealand,	
  it	
  is	
  an	
  international	
  quality	
  
tourist	
  attraction,	
  it	
  will	
  put	
  Kapiti	
  on	
  the	
  map,	
  and	
  will	
  
add	
  to	
  the	
  tourism	
  package	
  for	
  the	
  Wellington	
  region.	
  The	
  idea	
  
is	
  a	
  real	
  economic	
  driver	
  as	
  well,	
  offering	
  an	
  opportunity	
  for	
  
future	
  employment,	
  and	
  an	
  ability	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  ongoing	
  
developing	
  opportunities	
  for	
  Kapiti	
  Island	
  and	
  stronger	
  
business	
  partnerships	
  with	
  iwi.	
  
	
  
Mike	
  Fuller	
  has	
  the	
  dream,	
  and	
  the	
  skilled	
  capacity	
  and	
  
experience	
  to	
  make	
  this	
  project	
  happen.	
  Now	
  that	
  a	
  formal	
  
Trust	
  has	
  been	
  established	
  for	
  this	
  project,	
  if	
  funded	
  well,	
  
it	
  will	
  fly!!	
  (	
  or	
  swim!!)	
  
	
  
I	
  strongly	
  urge	
  you	
  to	
  consider	
  this	
  extraordinary	
  idea	
  as	
  a	
  
project	
  of	
  national	
  and	
  regional	
  significance.	
  Many	
  stand	
  to	
  
benefit	
  from	
  it,	
  locally	
  and	
  nationally,	
  profiling	
  our	
  
significance	
  of	
  our	
  whales	
  and	
  the	
  critical	
  role	
  they	
  play	
  
right	
  here	
  in	
  our	
  own	
  backyard	
  between	
  the	
  mainland	
  and	
  Kapiti	
  
Island.	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you	
  for	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  support	
  this	
  project.	
  I	
  wish	
  
you	
  all	
  well.	
  
	
  
Yours	
  Sincerely	
  
	
  
Jenny	
  Rowan	
  JP	
  QSO	
  
Former	
  Mayor	
  of	
  Kapiti.	
  
Chair	
  Wellington	
  Conservation	
  Board.	
  
Board	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Kaitiaki	
  Matu	
  Somes	
  Board.	
  
Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Lake	
  Horowhenua	
  Domain	
  Board.	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

The	
  Trustees	
  
Whale	
  Song	
  Project	
  
c/o	
  Mike	
  Fuller	
  
Paraparaumu	
  
	
  
13/11/2017	
  
	
  
Tena	
  koutou	
  e	
  te	
  Rangatira.	
  
	
  
I’m	
  writing	
  to	
  offer	
  support	
  for	
  your	
  inspirational	
  Whale	
  Song	
  Project.	
  
As	
  a	
  tourism	
  operator	
  and	
  business	
  in	
  the	
  Kapiti	
  district,	
  we	
  are	
  excited	
  to	
  
learn	
  that	
  this	
  project	
  is	
  now	
  progressing	
  with	
  some	
  solid	
  foundation,	
  
structure	
  ,	
  support	
  and	
  direction.	
  
	
  
As	
  a	
  district	
  undergoing	
  rapid	
  and	
  dramatic	
  growth	
  and	
  change,	
  and	
  with	
  
unprecedented	
  visitor	
  and	
  tourism	
  activity	
  underway,	
  we	
  will	
  need	
  every	
  
possible	
  opportunity	
  to	
  be	
  realised	
  to	
  its	
  potential	
  to	
  assist	
  with	
  our	
  
economic	
  and	
  cultural	
  growth..	
  We	
  believe	
  that	
  this	
  project	
  as	
  outlined	
  in	
  the	
  
printed	
  documents-‐and	
  your	
  passionate	
  verbal	
  presentations	
  is	
  exactly	
  what	
  
our	
  district,	
  region,	
  	
  and	
  country	
  needs	
  to	
  feed	
  this	
  growth.	
  
	
  
We	
  are	
  fully	
  supportive,	
  and	
  are	
  prepared	
  to	
  demonstrate	
  the	
  support	
  in	
  
whatever	
  way	
  you	
  suggest	
  appropriate.	
  
	
  
Nga	
  mihi.	
  
	
  
John	
  Barrett	
  
Managing	
  Director.	
  	
  	
  

Mike Fuller
Whale Song Charitable Trust
Kapiti
17th November 2017
Tēnā koe,
I write in support of Mike Fuller and the Whale Song project.
Mike first showed me the project some 7 years ago and I became hugely excited and
remain so today. The sculpture proposed is unique, beautiful and will be an authentic
tohu to attract visitors to the Kapiti Coast.
Mike is well respected in the film industry and well used to working with complex
creative projects that come with large budgets. I have no doubt his professional
expertise and the team he has around him will ensure that the project will be a
success.
As the executive director of Māoriland Film Festival and the Māoriland Hub I have
firsthand experience with many visitors to the Kapiti Coast including an increasing
number from overseas. I have also created promotional work for Tourism NZ, Māori
Torusim the Rugby World Cup in 2011 and with the National cycle trails Ngā Haerenga.
The Whale Song project will be of great interest to visitors and will be an offer that we
at Māoriland will be able to promote.
As an iwi member of Ngāti Raukawa with whakapapa to Kapiti Island I am also
supportive of the Whale Song project being able to share the many stories of tohorā
whales in this area.
Ngā mihi nui
Nā
Libby Hakaraia
Māoriland

28th November 2017
Marco Zeeman
Chair
Whale Song Charitable Trust
PO Box 756
Paraparaumu 5254
Dear Marco
Thank you once again for meeting with me to share the vision that the Whale Song Charitable Trust
has to install Mike Fuller’s pod of seven life size whales adjacent to the new Kāpiti Expressway.
The development of the project, the support you have gathered from Ngahina Developments in
provision of the land, and the recognition of the project as a great place-making opportunity by
Kāpiti Coast District Council, all reflect the excitement the proposal will create if brought to fruition.
Public sculpture projects of this nature already have a positive impact in various parts of the
Wellington region, reflecting the creative nature of our people and place as well as articulating our
connection to the natural environment we are fortunate to be able to call home.
Overseas I have been fortunate enough to see how projects such as ‘the Kelpies’ in central Scotland
have created cultural and recreational interest to, and economic impact for the communities that
stand close to such an installation.
I am confident that the installation of ‘Whale Song’, along with the various community activation
projects that you have described to me, will serve the community and economy of Paraparaumu and
the wider Kāpiti Coast district well in the future.
Yours sincerely

David Perks
General Manager – Venues, Marketing & Destination Development
Wellington Regional Economic Development Agency

Level 1, 175 Victoria Street, PO Box 10 017, Wellington 6011, New Zealand
P +64 4 916 1205 E Contact@WellingtonNZ.com
Facebook.com/Wellington.NewZealand
@Wellington_NZ

@Wellington_NewZealand

PO Box 598
Paraparaumu 5254
20 November, 2017

Mr Marco Zeeman
Chairman
Whale Song Charitable Trust
PO Box 766
Paraparaumu 5254

Dear Marco,
I am writing to you as Chair of Kapiti Economic Development Agency (KEDA), which has
been established by a group of prominent Kapiti business people to identify and support
economic development projects within the Kapiti region. KEDA is in the process of
registering as an Incorporated Society.
Your proposed Whale Song project was discussed with great enthusiasm at the most recent
meeting of the KEDA Steering Group. In our view, this project meets the criteria for projects
worthy of support by KEDA and by the wider community. It is unique, creative, and
reflective of our history and culture. It will be a draw card for visitors to our region and has to
potential to have a positive impact on our economic growth.
KEDA looks forward to working with you to help bring this project to fruition.
Yours sincerely

Liz Koh
Chair
Kapiti Economic Development Agency

OTAKI KAPITI (O.K.)
PRINCIPALS’ ASSOCIATION

23rd November 2018.
To whom it may concern
I write on behalf of the Otaki-Kāpiti Principals’ Association in support of the Whale Song
Project
The OKPA have read material supplied by the organisers of the project, had a discussion
with the initiators and discussed its implications for the Kāpiti region and for education in
particular.
As educators, we see opportunities for the development and construction of the project to be
a valuable teaching opportunity for our children. We love the concept that they will be able
to be part of the construction through collecting aluminium cans which will form part of the
construction on one of the whales.
The project points us towards local history, both pre and post European settlement, in the
importance of Kāpiti Island as a place of value and as a food source. Te Rauparaha and
Ngati Toa controlled the region from Kāpiti Island early last century and contacts with early
Europeans were through whaling enterprises. As well as history, the Whales will provide an
on-going focus for teaching about the environment and conservation, as well as art,
particularly sculpture.
As far as the region is concerned, Kāpiti has grown rapidly over the last 50 years from a
series of small beach settlements to a population of over 50,000 and that expansion will
inevitably continue with the completion of Transmission Gully.
Soft infrastructure is important in building community and symbols in and of the community
are important. Whale Song will be a central symbol in our community, visible from the
expressway, drawing tourists in, a source of pride and identity for the resident population.
The Otaki Kāpiti Principals are unanimously in support of the Whale Song Project and we
therefore urge favourable consideration.
Yours sincerely

Mike Farrelly
Mike Farrelly
Chairman for Life
Otaki-Kapiti Principals' Association

m GOODMANS
11 December 2017

To whom it may concern

Whale Song
We write in support of the Whale Song project proposed for the Kapiti Coast.
Goodmans have directly been involved in two whale stranding's on the Kapiti Coast. We
were commissioned by DOC to carry out the moving, transporting and burying of two
magnificent creatures.
Although it was sad to see the whales at their end, the care and attention given to the
process by those involved, made it a memorable process to be a part of. Our involvement
made us all appreciate the size and wonder of these creatures.
Goodmans believe the proposed sculptures would be an impressive site and the water and
sound features would add an original dynamic. Any opportunity to educate people on the
wonders of whales is worthwhile in our opinion.
Whale Song would certainly be an asset to the community and give Kapiti a real point of
difference. We hope to see the proposal come to fruition.

Yours faithfully

Marianne Archer
Director
e marianne@goodmans.nz
m 027 560 6219
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7 November 2017

Marco Zeeman
Chairman
WHALE SONG CHARITABLE TRUST
Dear Marco
WHALE SONG CHARITABLE TRUST
Barry Clevely has introduced me to the exciting Whale Song Charitable Trust project and
having read the proposal document, we are delighted to support the project.
The details of Landlink’s involvement will be the subject to some further discussions, and
we are excited to be a part of this magnificent, mighty and memorable project.
Landlink
Landlink offer your project skills and experience in resource management planning, civil
engineering, land surveying and project management. I am sure that we will support and
enhance the other project partners.
Landlink have acted for Coastlands Shoppingtown and the Ngahina Trust on various
projects.
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely
LANDLINK LTD

Paul Turner
Principal
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Mahara House • 3 Ngaio Road • PO Box 370 Waikanae 5250
www.landlink.co.nz ~ contactus@landlink.co.nz ~ 04 902 6161

Land Surveying & Civil Engineering ~ Planning & Resource Management ~ Urban & Landscape Design

05 December 2017

Marco Zeeman
Whale Song Charitable Trust
Level 1, 18 lhakara Street
Paraparaumu 5254

Dear Marco,

We write in support of the application put forward by the Whale Song Charitable Trust to the Lotteries
Significant Grants fund for the “Whale Song Project”.

We strongly believe that the development of this project by artist Mike Fuller will add significant economic,
cultural and educational benefits to the Kapiti Coast and the wider surrounding regions.

It will also enhance Kapiti’ s already well established “sustainability focussed” reputation by connecting
people with the fundamental elements that make this a very special part of New Zealand.

The proposed location for the installation of this project will ensure the giant whales will be visible to the
thousands of motorists travelling daily along the new Kapiti Expressway, many of which are from across
other regions and/or international visitors. There’s no doubt that this landmark will quickly become an icon
of national significance.

We look forward to seeing this very special project getting underway.

Most Sincerely,

Customer Driven | Honest and Fair | One Team | Down to Earth | Strive for Excellence | Keeping People Safe

